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who we are
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ANALYSIS 
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where we are
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what we’ve 
heard so far



PART OF A VIBRANT NEIGHBORHOOD
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existing conditions &
givens
EXISTING CONDITIONS:

•	 FDNY ACCESS: Maintain vehicular entry and 
turnaround area

•	 texas eastern gas line: maintain 4’ of soil coverage 
and limit excavation

•	 CSO (combined sewer outflow): maintain existing 
outflow location

•	 park operations building

givens:

•	 not a commercial pier

•	 no development

•	 day’s end installation

•	 comfort station

•	 maintenance & operation facility

•	 beach

03/06 cb2 meeting



03/06 cb2 meeting
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FEEDBACK FROM MARCH 6TH CB MEETING
favorite ways to enjoy 
parks:

•	 Passive recreation 
(walking, jogging  
viewing, lawns, seating 
areas)

•	 SPORTS fields

•	 WATER USES       
(kayaking and other 
activities)

What’s missing:

•	 WATER USES (beach, 
natural habitat, boat 
access)

•	 Passive recreation 
(trees, greenery, open 
spaces, shade)

•	 MORE BALLFIELDS

•	 year-round use

03/06 cb2 meeting
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FEEDBACK FROM MARCH 6TH CB MEETING
what makes gansevoort 
peninsula special?

•	 the setting

•	 opportunity for a 
green & peaceful 
park that takes 
advantage of views & 
surroundings

•	 opportunity for a 
beach, in-water access, 
and habitat

•	 opportunity for LARGE 
sports fields

03/06 cb2 meeting



03/26 community charrette
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table 1:

•	 Primary Emphasis: Passive Recreation 

•	 Quality and character of the Beach: intertidal habitat 
and boat access to the south

•	 Other programs: play areas and a lawn

scale & compatibility 
exercise

03/06 cb2 meeting

table 2:

•	 Primary Emphasis: Sports Fields, stressing the 
importance of the full sized petition field (including two 
little league softball overlays)

•	 Quality and character of the Beach: a sandy beach and 
intertidal habitat to the south

•	 Other programs: a lawn along the western edge, a 
skatepark, as well as a small dog run and play area
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scale & compatibilty 
exercise
table 3:

•	 Primary Emphasis: a balance of passive recreation and 
sports fields (including little league softball with a u-10 
soccer field overlay) 

•	 Quality and character of the Beach: an in-water beach 
with intertidal habitat and a boathouse to the south

•	 Other programs: a greenhouse, community garden, and 
small playground

table 4:

•	 Primary Emphasis: Sports Fields including two u-10 
soccer fields with a little league softball overlay

•	 Quality and character of the Beach: creation of a 
cove to the southeast with a sandy beach, intertidal 
habitat and boat access

•	 Other programs: passive recreation that form a buffer 
around the sports fields with small play areas, a dog 
run and lawns 

03/06 cb2 meeting
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table 5:

•	 Primary Emphasis: a balance of passive recreation and 
sports fields (including a large lawn on the western 
edge and reduced version of the petition field to the 
east)

•	 Quality and character of the Beach: a sandy beach to 
the south and intertidal habitat to the north

•	 Other programs: a large dog run, an in-river pool/ice 
rink, small play area and showcasing history

table 6:

•	 Primary Emphasis: Sports Fields, stressing the 
importance of the full sized petition field (including two 
little league softball overlays)

•	 Quality and character of the Beach: a sandy beach 
with boat access to the south with and intertidal 
habitat to the west

•	 Other programs:  passive recreation, a dog run and play 
area

scale & compatibilty 
exercise

03/06 cb2 meeting
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scale & compatibilty 
exercise
table 7:

•	 Primary Emphasis: Sports Fields, however participants 
felt a reduced version of the petition field was 
sufficient including a u-10 soccer field overlay.

•	 Quality and character of the Beach: a sandy beach and 
intertidal habitat to the south

•	 Other programs: a lawn along the western edge, a 
skatepark, as well as a small dog run and play area

03/06 cb2 meeting

table 8:

•	 Primary Emphasis: Passive Recreation including a large 
lawn facing west 

•	 Quality and character of the Beach: a sandy beach 
including boat access and a boat house to the south 
and intertidal habitat to the north

•	 Other programs: Sports Fields (a little league softball 
with a u-8 soccer field overlay), a dog run and 
showcasing history
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table 9:

•	 Primary Emphasis: a balance of passive recreation and 
sports fields (including little league softball with a u-10 
soccer field overlay) 

•	 Quality and character of the Beach: a sandy beach 
with boat access and intertidal habitat to the south

•	 Other programs: a dog run

table 10:

•	 Primary Emphasis: Passive Recreation including a lawn 
along the western edge

•	 Quality and character of the Beach: a sandy beach and 
intertidal habitat to the south

•	 Other programs: a U-8 soccer field, dog run and play 
area

scale & compatibilty 
exercise

03/06 cb2 meeting
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EXISTING CONDITIONS &
new information
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south edge
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TO THE NORTH
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WEST EDGE
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west edge
SECTION THROUGH existing RIPRAP EDGE
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TO THE EAST
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BATHYMETRIC MODEL

gansevoort
peninsula

pier 40
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WAVE MODEL

gansevoort
peninsula

pier 40
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spatial constraints
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13TH AVENue
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concept sketch
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concept plan
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additional habitat opportunities

reef balls

pile encasement oyster gabions

TIDAL POOLS

ADDITIONAL HABITAT OPTIONS – REEF BALLS

Primary Goal: Create protective fish habitat
Material: Selective pH concrete
Size Range:
• Diameter: 1.5 ft - 6.5 ft
• Weight: 50 lbs – 6,000 lbs

Source: Reef Ball Foundation

Additional Benefits:
• Exterior provides oyster colonization 

habitat
• Proven wave attenuation devices

Installation Options (General, not Gansevoort 
Specific): 
• Resting directly on substrate
• Anchoring to existing structure
• Support Piles driven through substrate into 

bedrock

NYC Deployment:
• West Harlem Waterfront Park, Tappan 

Zee bridge & Jamaica Bay

ADDITIONAL HABITAT OPTIONS – OYSTER GABIONS

Primary Goal: Foster oyster propagation
Material: Steel
Size Range: Can be built to a range of sizes

Additional Benefits:
• Floating gabions can be incorporated into 

educational programming
• Simple materials allow for flexible 

installation & sizing

Component Features:
• Steel gabion structures with galvanized 

steel mesh
• Contains oyster and clam shells, populated 

using spat-on-shell method. 
• As the galvanized steel mesh deteriorates, 

cemented oyster populations hold 
structure together

NYC Deployment:
• Brooklyn Bridge Park, Governors Island, 

Hudson Reefs and Staten Island

Source: Billion Oyster Project
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site aerial
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NOrth edge aerial

cday
Image



salt marsh section
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gansevoort salt marsh

cday
Image



dog run - 250’ x 24’
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River Gym
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13th ave promenade aerial
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13th ave promenade
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sunset from the west lawn
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13th ave picnic grove
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south edge aerial
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under day’s end
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Beach play
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upland beach

cday
Image



tidal pools
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pine grove ramble
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Ballfield - from lawn
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280’ X 200’ FIELD
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DUG OUT

DUG OUT

LITTLE LEAGUE
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U-10 SOCCER FIELD x 2
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U-11 SOCCER FIELD
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U-12 SOCCER FIELD
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16’ fence

6’ fence
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RIVER GYM

WEST LAWN

280’ FIELD
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RIVER GYM - ELIMINATED

WEST LAWN - ELIMINATED

316’ field
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316’ field with u-13 field overlay
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2nARCHITECTSGansevoort Peninsula
Community Outreach: July 24, 2019

Pier 55 Gansevoort PeninsulaFDNY Marine 1 Utility Building Day’s End

What is the relationship between our architecture 
and its landscape? We are situated in between the 
organic landscape material of our park and the 
lightness and ephemerality of metal frames of the 
Day’s End installation. 

West Manhattan skyline

ARCHITECTURE     LANDSCAPE: ORGANIC TO MINERAL TO METAL
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ARCHITECTURE     LANDSCAPE: ORGANIC TO MINERAL TO METAL

Oyster harvesting Oyster harvesting structures

Wall of light cubed, Sean ScullyOyster shell

We are considering evoking the history of 
the site: the oysters and/or oyster harvesting 
infrastructure and the historic materials of 
13th Ave. promenade. These site aspects may 
inform the material or tectonic expression of 
the building.
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ARCHITECTURE     LANDSCAPE: HISTORICAL + LANDSCAPE CUTS

Yohji Yamamoto store, New York, Ishigami Junya Sea Level, New York, Richard Serra

Days End, Gordon Matta-ClarkDays End, Gordon Matta-Clark

We are inspired by David Hammon’s 
installation and its reference to Matta-
Clark’s Days End. Matta-Clark cut an 
existing warehouse in three places to create 
‘a temple for sun and light’ and transform an 
utilitarian structure into an almost spiritual 
experience. 

While Hammon’s piece does not replicate 
the three cuts, we are loosely evoking them.

We are cutting into landscape to create 
connections to water and into the canopy to 
shape light and shadow.
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ARCHITECTURE     LANDSCAPE: ACTIVATE WALLS

Our building program (largely storage and 
restrooms) is essentially opaque. How do 
you create visual relief for these building 
volumes?

Can we activate the walls if not with openings, 
then with texture or amenities?

Can we rethink the walls as an armature 
for organic elements (oysters), landscape 
(rocks) or activities (sports equipment)?

Climbing wall (WOS 8, NL Architects)Night time activation through lighting (Galleria Centercity, UNstudio) 

Green facade Oyster aggregate concrete
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PORCH SITE PLAN

020’ 40’

1” = 40’

UTILITY HUB

UTILITY YARD

M&O

WC’s

PERSONAL LOCKERS

CONCESSION

PUBLIC GATEWAY

M&O YARD

41’

38’

34’

72’

30’

30’

23’

15’

TOTAL AREA
(INCL. UTILITY)
10,500 sf

BUILDING AREA
4,400 sf

SHADED AREA
5,100 sf
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PROPOSAL - PORCH

Perforated rainscreen

Concrete structural wall 
with cladding on top

Canopy cuts for daylight

Sedum roof Hanging plants Perforated rainscreen

+

Oyster aggregate 
concrete

or

Concrete (UHPC or 
cast- in-place



11nARCHITECTSGansevoort Peninsula
Community Outreach: July 24, 2019

West elevation

East elevation

PORCH WITH PERFORATED RAINSCREEN



12nARCHITECTSGansevoort Peninsula
Community Outreach: July 24, 2019

View of restroom entriesView of corridor between ball field and pavilion

color on concrete 
or waterproofing 
layer

Perforated
rainscreenCanopy cutSedum roof

Concrete 
(UHPC or cast- 
in-place

Perforated concrete, 
terra cotta, or 
composite panel 

Hanging plants

PORCH WITH PERFORATED RAINSCREEN
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View of public gateway View of concession from SE corner

lighting behind perforated 
panels

PORCH WITH PERFORATED RAINSCREEN



concept plan
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NOrth edge aerial
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